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By the team

As Pratirav completes a full year, we find ourselves reflecting on how far this small idea has come.
When we published our very first edition, we weren’t sure how it would grow, how people would
receive it, or what form it would eventually take. All we knew was that Deepastambha’s work
deserved to be documented—its people deserved to be celebrated, and its impact deserved to
be heard. That intention became our guiding force, even before we had a clear roadmap.

Looking back now, it feels almost unreal to see twelve months’ worth of stories, events, and
reflections sitting together under the name Pratirav. What started on a blank page has slowly
taken shape into a rhythm we eagerly look forward to every two months. Each edition taught us
something new—about writing, about teamwork, about our organisation, and sometimes even
about ourselves. In many ways, this newsletter became a mirror that helped us see the spirit of
Deepastambha with more clarity and depth.

Over the past year, Pratirav has been home to so many moments. We have shared stories of
individuals whose efforts made a difference, captured glimpses of events that brought
communities together, and documented initiatives that spoke of passion, persistence, and
purpose. Some stories made us smile; others made us pause; all of them reminded us why this
work matters. Through this process, we learnt how powerful it can be to simply put things into
words—to give voice to experiences that often go unnoticed in the rush of everyday activity.
But if there is one thing this year has made clear, it is that Pratirav has never been a solo effort. It
is the result of countless small contributions, thoughtful reviews, generous inputs, and constant
encouragement from people across Deepastambha. Volunteers, coordinators, partners, and
readers—so many of you stood by us, supported us, and made every edition easier to bring to
life. Some offered guidance, some shared their experiences openly, and some simply cheered us
on from the sidelines. Every bit of support added strength to this growing newsletter.

We often say Pratirav was built from nothing, but that’s only partly true. People built it. From
conversations, shared moments, ideas exchanged in meetings, late-evening edits, and the
collective desire to create something meaningful. That is what carried us through the last twelve
months, and that is what gives us the confidence to move into the next year of Pratirav with
excitement and purpose.

As we celebrate this milestone, we want to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who reads,
contributes, or simply makes space for Pratirav in their busy day. Your belief is the reason we keep
showing up, edition after edition.

Here's to a year of stories, and to many more ahead.

With warmth and gratitude,
Team Pratirav.
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Kalarang was a truly unique experience for me. | have performed in many programs before,
but this time it felt completely different. It wasn’t about perfect formations, flawless
coordination, or how the performance would look on stage. It was about bringing joy to the
ajji-ajobas and making sure they genuinely enjoyed every moment of the program.

This experience was special because | had to choreograph and perform with people | had
never met before—people who soon became wonderful friends. In the beginning, it was
challenging to coordinate with everyone, but it gradually became easier because each one
of us was deeply committed to making the program a success.

Although | was the youngest in the group, leading the team never felt difficult. No one ever
took advantage of my age; in fact, the age gap disappeared as we all connected
effortlessly. Even though the performances were different, it felt like one whole team.

The entire program was truly beautiful. It was hard to believe that many of the performers
were not professional artists because they sang, danced, and acted with such passion,
sincerity, and enthusiasm. Watching the ajji-ajobas smile, laugh, and light up with
excitement—especially when they recognized a song—filled me with immense satisfaction.

Kalarang became a memorable and heartwarming experience for me. At the end of it all, |
felt incredibly proud to have contributed to something so meaningful.

————————— B--------- 1
| -Kaushiki, |

| Member, Deepastambha Charitable Trust.




'Kalarang’ was a joyful Diwali gathering that lit up smiles and hearts, especially of our
aaji-ajoba at Niwara old age home. The presence of other organizations, including an
orphanage, enriched the day. The stage came alive with a variety of performances,
including group dances, solo, duet, and group songs, instrumental music, and a skit. Every

performer captivated the audience, prompting cheers and waves of heartfelt appreciation.

The skit group presented a funny and fanciful tale centred on a lazy King and his intelligent
Jack. Jack took the King on a time travel from 1850 to the present day. Stunned by
technological advancements and disappointed by some modern behaviors, the King
ultimately decided he only wished to return to his rich, blissfully lazy life back in 1850.

————————— B---------
I -Amruta, !
| Member, Deepastambha Charitable Trust.
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Every Second [Sylii&],

On Sunday, 9th November 2025, Deepastambha, in association with Sangati Sanstha,
organized an engaging and impactful First Aid & CPR Training Workshop at Bharat Ratna
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam E-Learning School, Karvenagar. The session brought together 45
enthusiastic members eager to gain essential life-saving knowledge.

The workshop delivered a well-structured blend of theory and hands-on practice, enabling
participants to confidently learn core CPR techniques, proper AED operation, and crucial
emergency response procedures. Key life-support concepts—such as the correct
compression-to-breath ratio, safe usage of a pocket mask, and effective methods to assist
a choking child—were explained with clarity and demonstrations.

Participants also gained a deeper understanding of the difference between a heart attack
and cardiac arrest, as well as important insights into commonly used emergency
medications. The emphasis on the availability and importance of the Free 108 Ambulance
Service highlighted the practical relevance of the training.

The session concluded on an inspiring note, with a highly informative Q&A led by Dr.
Akkalkotkar, whose real-world experiences and guidance empowered attendees to
respond swiftly and responsibly in crises.

This event not only enhanced the participants' emergency readiness but also reinforced
Deepastambha’s commitment to community well-being and knowledge empowerment.

I%I-Niranjan,
| Member, Deepastambha
i Charitable Trust.




Deepastambha Charitable Trust, together
with  Yojak Organisation and Forbes
Marshall, celebrated Children’s Day on 15th
November 2025 at the Yojak Study Center
in Nigdi. What unfolded was a warm, lively
afternoon filled with smiles and small
moments that truly mattered.

The kids were instantly hooked by a
cheerful puppet show, followed by a magic
show that had them laughing, gasping, and
trying to guess what would happen next.
Seeing their faces light up with curiosity and
surprise was easily the highlight of the day.

To keep the fun going, the Deepastambha
and Forbes Marshall teams played a round
of “Imitate Me” while the children sat
watching, cheering, and giggling at the
funniest moments. It brought everyone
together in the most natural, heartwarming
way.

We wrapped up the celebration by
sharing snacks with the kids — simple
conversations, happy chatter, and a
sense of togetherness that felt
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really special. Before heading home, each
child received a stationery kit, which they
accepted with excitement and pride.

The celebration may have been small, but it
was full of warmth. It reminded all of us that
creating joyful memories doesn’t need
much — just a bit of effort, a lot of heart, and
a community that cares.

| Mahek, !
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In response to the critical blood shortage
faced by hospitals in Pune, Deepastambha
Charitable Trust successfully organized a
blood donation drive on Sunday, November
23rd, 2025. This vital initiative, conducted
in collaboration with the Janakalyan Blood
Bank, aimed to replenish the dwindling
supply and make a direct, life-saving
impact on the local community.

The camp was hosted at Shantiban Society
in Kothrud, drawing an encouraging crowd
of benevolent residents. The event's
smooth execution and positive atmosphere
were largely a testament to the composed
and dedicated spirit of the DCT members,
whose meticulous planning and hands-on
coordination were instrumental in making
the event possible. Their relentless effort
ensured that every potential donor was
attended to promptly, fostering an efficient
and welcoming environment.

The overwhelming community support
resulted in a total of 59 units of blood were
successfully  collected. Medical staff
present at the scene lauded the initiative,
emphasizing that each unit would be swiftly
processed and distributed to patients
undergoing surgeries, emergency
treatments, and ongoing transfusions at
local hospitals. This rapid turnaround is
crucial in critical situations where timing is
everything.

The success of this drive has inspired plans
for future blood donation camps.
Deepastambha Charitable Trust members
urge all eligible residents to monitor local
announcements for upcoming opportunities
to contribute to this noble cause. The
unwavering commitment shown by the
DCT members highlights the power of
community-driven initiatives in addressing
urgent public health needs and saving lives
in Pune.

I-Shravani, '
: Member, Deepastambha Charitable Trust.
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Winter Session
2024 - 25

Deepastambha Charitable Trust, Pune.

Address : Plot No. 28, Ishaanika, Natraj Society, Lane No. 9,
Karve nagar, Pune 4111052, Maharashtra, India.

Number : +91 9970704444

E-mail : info@deepastambha.com
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