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By the team

If you're reading this, consider it a little ripple of connection from all of us at Deepastambha
Charitable Trust to you—wherever you are, however far. Pratirav was born to keep our voices,
stories, and dreams echoing in your heart, even when life keeps you from joining us in person.
And in this issue, that echo is particularly vibrant.

The spotlight this time is on Upayn—our annual celebration of giving. But calling it just a
donation drive would be like calling a rainbow “just weather.” With over 14 types of donations
under one roof, Upayn brings people together not just to give, but to give meaningfully. Whether
it’s books, clothes, food, time, or simply a listening ear—every act counts, and every donor
becomes a doer of change. We're proud to say this year’s Upayn was not just successful—it was
soul-stirring.

But that’s not all. In this issue, you'll also find an article close to our hearts—an inspiring
glimpse into our recent digital water management activity. With a mix of tech and tradition, we
worked alongside students and villagers who took the reins of their water resources into their
own hands. From mapping usage to managing scarcity, it was a lesson in sustainability—and in
community spirit. Who says you need superpowers to save the world? Sometimes, a smartphone
and a spreadsheet will do.

Above all, this issue celebrates the volunteers. The ones who show up, dig in, and lift up others
without expecting anything in return. Pratirav is, in many ways, their voice too—a tribute to

every smile behind the scenes.

So, grab a cup of chai, settle in, and flip through pages filled with purpose, passion, and people
power.

Team Deepastambha



Digital Water Management

Project

How Students and Villages Took Charge of Water!

On a warm Friday morning, March 28th,
2025, something special happened at
Indradhanushya Environmental Hall in
Pune. Around 300 students from schools
and colleges, along with volunteers and
villagers, came together for the Award
Ceremony of the Digital Water Management
Project — a project that wasn't just about
collecting data, but about caring for
something we all depend on: water.

So, what exactly was this project about?
Simply put, it was about helping people
understand how we use water, how we
waste it, and how we can save it. The
project gave young minds and rural
communities a chance to actually work on
the ground level using mobile apps, weather
kits, and testing tools to check the condition
of water in their villages.

The main purpose behind starting this
project was to change the way we think

about water. Not just for today, but for the
future. We wanted to make sure people
understand how valuable water is and how
our small habits — leaving the tap running,
ignoring leaks, wasting clean water — all
add up. If we want our future generations to
have enough water, we need to start acting
today.

The aim was to guide everyone in
understanding different aspects of water:
Where does it come from? Is it clean? Is it
enough for drinking or farming? Using
digital tools like GIS maps and mobile apps,
participants learned how to test
groundwater, surface water, wastewater,
even soil and weather data. The project
wasn't just theory — it was practical,
hands-on, and real.

The award ceremony was our way of saying
"Thank you" and "Well done" to these
incredible students, teachers, and villagers.

Representatives from all knowledge partners along with school teachers and college professors.



Groups from 4 schools and 5 colleges
shared  their work  through live
presentations. Judges, mentors, and guests
were amazed at the clarity and confidence
with which the students explained their
findings. From checking water quality to
observing rainfall patterns, every group had
a story — and a solution. This ceremony
wasn't about prizes alone — it was about
recognizing real effort and encouraging
these young change-makers.

And what impact did this all have? A big
one! In 9 villages of Pune district, students
and villagers now know how to test drinking
water, check for soil microbes, and even
read weather trends. They’re taking real
steps to manage water better — storing
rainwater, reducing wastage, improving
sanitation. More than that, this project
sparked  curiosity, awareness, and
community spirit. People didn’t just learn —
they cared.

In the end, this wasn't just a project. It was a
movement. It showed that when people
come together — with heart, tools, and
purpose — even a drop of change can
create ripples across villages.

-Ranbir Thorat,

Drna,

Digital Water Management
Awipd Coremony

Rotary
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Representatives of Rotary Pune Dist.

DCT Volunteers at the venue

Member at Deepastambha Charitable Trust, Fellow at MisFits Advisory Council.



Upayn 2025 - Dan Durg

Not just a donation camp. A whole philosophy.

Upayn—while it may trace its roots to the Sanskrit word for “donation in the form of a
gift’—has grown into something far bigger than just its definition. It isn’t just a word, and it
certainly isn’t just a camp. It's a philosophy. An experience. A force that brings together
kindness, coordination, and community spirit under one roof. And this year, that roof had 14
pillars—14 different donation types offered in one vibrant, unforgettable space.

For visitors and donors, Upayn 2025 was a one-stop donation camp—books, clothes, toys,
blood, hair, and more. Having 14 partner agencies working in harmony under one tent?
That’s not just logistics—it’s magic. But what you see on the surface is only part of the story.

What few see is the engine behind the curtain: the countless hours, the brainstorming
marathons, the coordination chaos that somehow turns into smooth execution. Every
hurdle was met not with panic, but with patience and partnership.

This year’s theme—Dan Durg—merged
“Dan” (donation) and “Durg” (fort). Why a
fort, you ask? Because we wanted donors
and visitors to feel something as they
walked in—not just attend. The venue,
Magenta Lawns, was transformed into a
fort-like  space, echoing resilience,
grandeur, and legacy. Our decoration team
worked like artists with armor—obsessing
over every color scheme, angle, and detail
to ensure that the experience felt royal and
rooted.

The venue waiting for its visitors
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Amidst awareness session for Upayn 2025

We even took Upayn to institutions and
companies—BMCC, corporates, apartment
complexes—all in the name of connecting
more people to the cause. Every
conversation was a doorway. Every poster,
a promise.

What made this year even more special? A
beautiful blend of energies. Volunteers from
Deepastambha Charitable Trust, five
students from SPPU’s NGO program,
corporate professionals, and a bunch of
spirited 8th and 9th graders who joined in
through our summer camp. The kids
learned real-world skills—communication,
coordination, compassion—and reminded
us all that the future looks bright.

So, did we give to Upayn? Certainly. But
Upayn gave us something, too.

It gave us lessons we’ll carry for life. Stories
that will stay close to the heart. And above

And what’s a fort without its messengers?
Awareness was key. From hills to housing
societies, posters to personal
conversations, our volunteers left no

stone—or street—unturned. You may have
seen us at Vetal Tekdi, Karishma Lane,
Tathawade Park, or Taljai Hills. Or perhaps
on Instagram, WhatsApp, or LinkedIn. Our
social media and on-ground teams worked
hand-in-hand (and phone-in-hand) to reach
over 10,000 people.

I L S
Visitors at the baby clothes donation booth

all, a reminder that giving isn’t just about
what you hand over—but what you take
back in meaning, connection, and joy.back
in meaning, connection, and joy.

Because Upayn isn’t just about donating
things. Sometimes, Upayn is the gift itself.

-Adarsh Arun Hulawale,
Co- Project Manager, Upayn 2025.
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Upayn 2025 - A Celebration of

Giving
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Volunteers at the inauguration of Upayn 2025

Upayn 2025, organized by Deepastambha
Charitable Trust, unfolded as a day filled
with  compassion, collaboration, and
community spirit. Starting at dawn,
volunteers assembled with unmatched
energy to set up the donation counters and
decorate the venue with the theme
“‘DaanDurg,” symbolizing strength and
generosity inspired by Maharashtrian forts.

The day began with the ceremonial breaking
of a coconut, followed by a briefing by the
project managers—Radha, Sharvari, and
Adarsh. Volunteers, buzzing with
excitement, took charge of their assigned
stations, ready to welcome the steady
stream of donors that began arriving soon
after.

Fourteen types of donations were
accepted—from blood, clothes, toys,
utensils, and books, to unique contributions
like hair, organ pledges, and even joy jars.
Each corner of the camp was a small

universe of kindness, echoing stories of
selflessness and warmth. Volunteers
guided and comforted people, some
first-time donors, others veterans in giving.

The blood donation drive marked an early
success, while the clothing and book
counters saw overwhelming participation.
Student volunteers from MIT College also
proudly launched a book they had written
and published, becoming a symbol of how
youth can blend creativity with purpose.




Midday offered a brief respite. Volunteers
shared a delicious lunch and bonded over
small moments of laughter and rest before
rotating roles for the second half of the day.
The event’s atmosphere only deepened as
light rain and a cool breeze set in, refreshing
everyone physically and emotionally. Hot
tea and snacks reenergized the team for the
evening rush. By 7:30 PM, all donations
were cataloged and carefully loaded into
transport vehicles, headed toward their
respective beneficiary organizations. The
day ended on a high note with a feedback
session, group photo, and the felicitation of
the hardworking PMs by the Jankalyan
Foundation.

What stood out most was the spirit of
giving—raw, pure, and contagious. Upayn
2025 wasn't just a donation camp; it was a
reminder of how a collective effort can bring
about real change, one donation at a time.

-Sharvari Patil,
Co-Project Manager, Upayn 2025.

Visitors at the clothes donation booth



Through the Lens: Capturing the
Spirit of Upayn 2025

Volunteering as the photographer for
Deepastambha's Upayn Donation Camp on
May 11th offered a unique and meaningful
perspective on the day’s events.

Our day began bright and early at 6:30
a.m., as we gathered to bring the theme of
Daandurga to life through vibrant
decorations and by setting up the various
donation  stations. There was an
unmistakable buzz of energy among us
volunteers as we worked together to
prepare the venue for the hours ahead.

Once the camp officially opened at 9:00
a.m., the space quickly filled with donors —
each carrying their contributions with a
clear sense of purpose. It was deeply
inspiring to witness the community coming
together in such a meaningful and united
way.

Young visitor at the joy donation booth

Volunteers helping set up donation booths

As the photographer, my role was to capture
the moments that often pass unnoticed —
the warm smiles of those handing over
donations, the quiet guidance of volunteers
assisting at each station, and
the overall atmosphere of
compassion and generosity
that filled the air. Some
of the most touching
scenes included
individuals participating
in the blood donation
drive, children at the
hair donation booth, and
people taking a moment
to pledge their eyes or
organs for future
donation. With each
click of the shutter, |
hoped to preserve the
emotion and sincerity
behind these acts of

giving.



Although | wasn’t stationed at a particular
donation table, being behind the lens
allowed me to see the bigger picture —
quite literally. | witnessed the growing piles
of books, clothes, toys, and essentials at the
Joy Donation station, and felt a genuine
sense of pride knowing the impressive
impact we were collectively creating. The
statistics were just numbers, but behind
each one was a story, a face, and a
generous heart.

The event’'s seamless execution was a
credit to the project managers — Radha,
Sharvari, and Adarsh — whose coordination

and vision ensured everything ran smoothly.

Their leadership made it possible for
volunteers like me to focus entirely on our
roles, and for donors to have a welcoming,
organized experience.

By the end of the day, tired but fulfilled, | felt
incredibly proud to have contributed to such
a well-organized and impactful initiative.
Upayn truly felt like the annual celebration
of giving that it is meant to be — and
capturing its spirit through photography was
both a joy and a privilege.

-Vaishnavi khune
Social Media Team, Deepastambha
Charitable Trust.

Glimpses from Upayn 2025



- Volunteer-Feedback

Humbled and inspired after attending today's donation event—1y
different ways to gve, each with the power to change or even
save lives, From organ and stem cell donation to eye and hair
donation, the awareness stalls reminded me how simple acts of
giving can create profound impact. grateful for the chance to

witness human\f:j at its most Seneros\’rﬁ.

-Nitisha Patil,

Social Media Team, Deepastambha Charitable Trust.
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Hello \ am Arughi and | P'atjed a part in
this 3ear's Upayn. For context, Upayn is
a donation came which is organised and
assembled by Deepastambha which is a
public and social wetkare institution. | was
a volunteer and included in its 4o o\atj
uidance summer came conclave. It was
a wonderful experience as  wel as
working with such & supportive and
amazing staff was a del'\ﬁh’r?ul ?eel'mﬁ. A
the mentors and orﬁamsers were very
direct, erudite  and encouraging.
Reassurance, emPa‘rha and Pro?tc\&ncg
was increased affer | personaly had a
tak with & few of the omniscient and
wise advice. overal, Yy dream is to Join
this place because this is & paradise for
curious and loquacious people ke me.
This camp was an  outgrowth of
dedication, determination, 3u'\gence and
knowledge of rmany  people. Cheers to
Deepastambhal

-Arushi Tendulkar,
Volunteer, Deepastambha Charitable Trust.

i

\I'\Sn‘\nﬁ Upayn with Deepastambha
was A Panan+ reminder  that
char\’ra is  not Alwaye b‘\ﬁ-\’f'&
sometimes  smal, intimate, and
supremely human. with 14 distinct
means of aiving—such as clothes
donation, utensils reﬁ‘ts’r\‘a’r\or\, books
donation—\ was reminded how jving
can I\’reralltj save or aiter lves,

Every stall was not only informative,
it was a gateway to the lves we
have the abiity to touch with
compassion and ur\ders‘rano\'\nﬂ. \t's
amazing the kind of impact we can
make b3 s\melg o\ec\o\'\nﬁ to care,

Priviecged to have been invohed in
somet '\nﬁ 30 3'\3(\\@&&&.

-Khushboo Sayed,
Member, Deepastambha Charitable Trust.
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"Because multitasking comes naturally to

moms——especially the life-giving kind."

At Upayn, @ mother celebrates Mother's

Day not with flowers, but with a fearless

act of love.

(

Which is the oldest animal?

- Zebra because it is white and black

3




Count of Successful Donations
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Count of successful Donations

(i) Joy ** Blood
'>=7/ Donation = Donation
213 169

Organ Stemcell
; Donation Donation
" Awareness Awareness

Heartfelt thanks for your gifts!
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Count of successful Donations

. a% Toy . Books

ke Dona tion . Donation
117 . 120

G, Baby Clothes 2 ST e

T ~" Donation

Heartfelt thanks for your gifts!
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Count of successful Donations

E-waste | === Footwear
Donation 17 Donation
107 124
s Utensils Plastic
i_r Donation ‘%~ Donation

Heartfelt thanks for your gifts!
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p L Hair
P l_ ¢ Donation
= Awareness
<@> Eye
Donation
Awareness

Heartfelt thanks for your gifts!
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Deepastambha Charitable Trust, Pune.

Address : Plot No. 28, Ishaanika, Natraj Society, Lane No. 9,
Karve nagar, Pune 4111052, Maharashtra, India.

Number : +91 9970704444

E-mail : info@deepastambha.com
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Niramaya

@deepastambha
ﬂ Deepastambha Charitable Trust

@ Deepastambha SocialGroup




