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Team pictures from Skool Sansad 2025
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Judging Democracy in Action

Judges for Skool Sansad 2025

Deepastambha Charitable Trust has been holding ' Skool Sansad' since the past 12 years.
This concept is very unique and gives opportunity to the children to learn & experience how
a Sansad should ideally be held as opposed to what we see, read or hear in the Lok sabha
and Rajya sabha. The Skool Sansad is very meticulously planned and executed. The entire
team of Deepasthambha takes huge efforts to organise, mentor the children and to bring
about the best from the young minds. The entire 2 day sessions are like clock work. The
topics given to the students are very well thought of, thereby giving the children an opportu-
nity to study new areas and come up with their own ideas The children too are upbeat and
positive.

This was for the third consecutive year that | participated as a judge and | have enjoyed
every bit of it.

-Captain Kedar Paranjape,
DCT member .



Kelkar sir has the Floor

As a sabhapati, my experience this year
was more exciting as compared to earlier
years as the selected MPs were much more
talented due to the rigorous selection
process and the guidance provided.

The subjects given to them for discussion
were also very interesting and covered a
wide range of issues. Some of the subjects
were really challenging and forward
looking.The students were well prepared
and did their homework very well with
guidance from mentors of various parties.
Overall | could feel that there was a
tremendous amount of effort put in by every
stakeholder into the whole process of
conducting Skool Sansad.

While few MPs were very well prepared
and understood the issue and took

ownership of it. They made their
speech s without referring to
the paper

in their hand and without losing eye-contact
with the fellow parliamentarians.This made
their speech in  parliament very
effective.Their presentation was very well
structured and they had very good

command over language and they
effectively communicated the solution to
the issue with full confidence. This

convinced all the parties and hence the
resolution was passed with majority.

While many MPs lacked the communication
and convincing ability and also were not
able to put forth their viewpoint effectively
and simply read from the notes. This lead to
rejection of such resolutions by fellow MPs
and thus rejected.The opposition parties
also raised pertinent questions while the
discussions and debate was going on which
made the sessions exciting and interesting.

Finally | would say that the Skool Sansad
2025 was a great experience not only to the

Amidst a Cabinet session 1



Amidst a Cabinet session 2

student MPs but also to judges and
Sabhapatis/speakers....

Role of Sabhapati in real parliament and
sabhapati role in skool sansad
difference ?

In the real parliament of India the
sabhapati/speaker has a role of controlling
the MPs and intervening whenever required
to ensure smooth functioning of the session
of parliament. He is not suppose to make
any comment on the subject or give his
opinion.

While in Skool Sansad the role of controlling
MPs is performed by a secretarial team
while the sabhapati/speaker is suppose to
listen to the presentation of the MPs and
finally give his opinion or add value to the
points already made by the Prime Minister
or the Minister on the issue.

According to you, what are the takeaways
of skool sansad for students?

Firstly, the great take away for students is
exposure to almost real parliament and the
process where your viewpoint needs to be
presented effectively  with  thorough
understanding of the issue.They also

resolution can be passed in the parliament.

Secondly, the wide varieties of topics
chosen gave them the opportunity to study
and understand the intricacies of the issues
and think about providing possible solutions
to this national issue. It also made them
think about the budget required nationwide
to solve the problem..

Thirdly, they were also exposed to the
discipline and decorum to be maintained in
parliament.

Lastly it gave them a platform to present
their party's viewpoint on a particular issue
in front of large gathering of MPs. This also
gave them the opportunity to convincingly
speak in front of an audience and win their
votes.

-Vinayak Kelkar,
Speaker Skool Sansad 2025.



Empowering Young Minds

Student MPs at the voting booth

At a time when civic consciousness and
leadership training are more crucial than
ever, Skool Sansad stands as a beacon of
democratic learning for young minds.
Organized with dedication by
Deepastambha, this initiative equips
students of the 8th and 9th standards with
the skills of governance and public
discourse, offering them a platform to
engage in meaningful debates and policy
discussions.

The journey began a month before the event,
as students from various schools across
Maharashtra came together to form their own
political parties. Each team was assigned
five diverse topics, carefully selected to
encourage critical thinking and informed
discussion. Over the course of the month,
these young leaders delved into research,
honed their arguments, and crafted their
policy positions—a process that sharpened
their analytical skills while fostering
teamwork and a sense of civic responsibility.

Day 1 of Skool Sansad 2025 was charged
with energy, as students demonstrated a
deep understanding of the subjects at hand.
Their well-articulated arguments and spirited
debates showcased their grasp of
democratic principles and their ability to
engage in constructive discourse.

More than just an organizational feat,

Deepastambha’s leadership in executing
Skool Sansad was truly inspiring. Witnessing
young minds thrive in an environment of open
discussion and consensus-building
reinforced the importance of civic education.
The students’ passion and dedication made
every effort worthwhile, serving as a powerful
reminder of the transformative potential of
guided democratic engagement.

Skool Sansad 2025 has left a lasting impact
on all involved—from the dedicated
volunteers and enthusiastic participants to
the communities they represent. By fostering
youth participation and civic awareness,
programs like Skool Sansad play a pivotal
role in shaping future leaders who value
well-informed debate, ethical governance,
and collective action.

Topic Presentation during Sansad

-Advait Kulkarni,
Project Manager Skool Sansad
2025.



From the desk of the Secretariat

Secretary Panel, Skool Sansad 2025

Deepastambha’s beloved project, Skool Sansad, is truly one of the best initiatives.

These past two to three days of Skool Sansad have been filled with enthusiasm and joy. This
year, | had the privilege of being part of the Secretary Panel, and it was an incredible learning
experience for me.

Witnessing the confidence, enthusiasm, and dedication of the student MPs was truly inspiring.
As a team of four in the Secretary Panel, we thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

The final moments were deeply emotional —we didn’t want this vibrant Skool Sansad to end!

| am truly grateful for this opportunity. A huge thanks to the volunteers of DCT, whose hard work
made this event so successful. They are the backbone of this initiative, making it possible to
organize such a grand event.

-Gaurav Nawale,
Member, Deepastambha Charitable
Trust.
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Inside the memories

SkoolEHG is a mock parliament. It is a
platform for recreating the experience of
parliamentary procedures for students from
various schools. A platform where social
issues, Nation development ideas, Problems
associated to mankind, innovative projects,
and vision for betterment will all be discussed
by Students-“The Members of parliament”.

Students come together and form a council
where they raise and discuss social issues,
and they are also expected to resolve them.
This is an annual event, where hundreds of
schools are communicated and each year
depending on the commitment and approach
few schools are shortlisted for performance.
It has been created and conducted aiming to
give the students as many opportunities to
engage with the information, judge its
reliability, form an opinion and  make
inclusive decisions. First SkoolEdg was
conducted in Year 2020, the journey was
started from 14 schools and now there are
thousands of aluminas of this unique event.

Let me share my journey of Skool¥¥Hg, | started it as a participant and completed the circle by
becoming a project manager for this research based event this year.

After the successful completion of a big
project like Skool¥d& 2020, when | look
back to all the roles that I've played, it makes
me immensely grateful and proud for being
associated with a distinctive project. When |
was in School year 2013, 2014, | loved
participating in  co-curricular  activities,
especially SkoolE¥&, and found it very
interesting to think about different social
topics and give speech on it.

After my schooling, | was in touch with
Deepastambha for its various activities. In
December 2018, | got a message that
mentors were meeting for Skool¥dG 2019,
and with that | reconnected to
Deepastambha. Mentoring kids was a
fantastic experience, | had to manage my




schedule but it was all worth it! | feel being
a mentor is one of the best roles SkoolTdG
has to offer! After attending Skool¥¥g
2019 | became very curious about how this
project is planned and managed. | already
liked this concept so decided to be the
project manager for SkoolFI¥E 2020 with
my co-mentor.

According to me Skool¥¥g is a very good
platform for school-going children which
makes them think practically and generates
awareness regarding problems faced by
society at such an early age.

The meetings and brainstorming sessions
started in August i.e. 6 months before the
event. These meetings taught me the
importance of punctuality and planning. As
the time progressed and intermingling
sessions began it was a pleasure to see
kids from different schools working together
on their topics with full energy and
enthusiasm while their mentors were
directing their development on the right
track.

When very few days were left for the event
and preparations at Deepastambha office
were at full swing, then and there | realized
that it is all about the people you work with!
| remember when there were only 2 days
left for SkoolTHG...............

We had to print ID cards for all the student
MP's but due to some mistake, many ID
cards and the attendance sheet was wrong.
At that time | was really panicked because
we got to know that at night and so there
was only one day left for the event. | had to
go home as it was late but couldn't relax
and sleep at all, but then around 2 am, |
received a mail of a revised attendance
sheet and a photo on WhatsApp. Five
Deepastambha members were working in
the office till 2 am to get things done in time!
At that moment, | felt so grateful and
blessed to be backed by such dedicated
people.

The next day we got the prints in time and
everything was sorted.

| think this incidence made my co- project
manager to say "3l WY FHF FTITARE
T TR °37 Skooldde @ret &
&c" in her speech at the end of the event.

After many such experiences, | consider
that Deepastambha member and their
systematic and disciplined execution of the
activity is the greatest asset of Skool¥dq.
The healthy atmosphere here with constant

appreciation and encouragement has
always motivated me throughout the
journey!

The most important aspect of any project is
the lesson learned. | had many take away
and they are worth sharing. | learned to
deal with a situation with a systematic
approach and due to that my habit of
advanced worrying has changed to
advanced thinking and planning.

SkoolR[¥G2020 gave me  many
unforgettable moments in the journey and
has helped me to improve many aspects of
my personality. | will always remember this
experience in my life and will use it in all my
future endeavors and projects.

Thank youl!

Glimpses from Skool sansad 2016.....3

-Mrunal Nikam,

Student MP, SkoolHd G 2013, 2014, 2015
Mentor , SkoolH¥g 2019

Project Manager ,Skoo[H¥& 2020



From the. Chambers

of SkoolHdq

Skool Sansad 2025, held in February in
Pune, marked the 12th edition of DCT’s
esteemed initiative. Over the years, we have
continuously refined the format, and this
edition introduced significant changes.
Feedback plays a crucial role in assessing
our progress and ensuring continuous
improvement. | am pleased to report that our
predefined objectives were successfully met.

This year’s event presented new challenges,
particularly with introduction to the Press
Conference Room and selection of the
spokesperson MP till the last moment, where
several aspects remained variable until the
final session. While these changes brought
unpredictability, our team was well-prepared
to handle unexpected situations, ensuring a
smooth and impactful experience for all
participants.

One of our primary focuses was enhancing
the understanding and presentation skills of
student MPs. To achieve this, our team
remained in constant communication with
them, addressing their 300 online sessions
were conducted to ensure that students
were

Spokesperson'’s interacting with the Media

An impzasive by
Deepastambhia Charttable Trust, Pune
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8th & 9th February, 20
(Saturday & Sunday)
09:00 a.m. to 07:00 p.

Skool Sansad in session

were adequately prepared.

The enthusiasm and dedication displayed by
the student MPs were remarkable. Despite
their demanding school schedules, they
actively collaborated with our team,
continuously improving their skills. Our
greatest achievement lies in the fact that
students not only enjoyed the process but
also gained essential life skills in the process.

We have always emphasized that Skool
Sansad is not just a competition—it is an
enriching experience. Students from diverse
backgrounds come together, learning the
values of leadership, humility, collaboration,
and effective communication.

Experiencing democracy from an MP’s
perspective, where they are entrusted with
envisioning national improvements, is a
transformative journey.

Many students realized the complexities of
political life, shifting their approach from
mere criticism to proactive problem-solving.

While this year’s event was largely
successful, there are key areas we will refine
for a smoother



1. School Invitations: Instead of individually
approaching 700 schools, we need to
establish a more efficient system where
schools can register independently upon the
announcement of Skool Sansad 2026.

2. Teacher and School Involvement: We
need to explore ways to increase the
engagement of educators and institutions to
enhance the program’s impact.

3. Judging Perspective: Given that Skool
Sansad is not a traditional competition and
features 45 diverse topics at a national level,
evaluation remains a challenge. To ensure
fairness and consistency, we will introduce
training and grooming sessions for judges.

4. Challenge of Roles for Non-Presenting
Student MPs: A key challenge we observed
was keeping non-presenting student MPs
actively engaged. We need to create
meaningful roles for them, such as assisting
in  research, participating in  panel
discussions, or taking on responsibilities in
the Press Conference Room. This will ensure
that all students remain involved and gain
valuable experience, even if they are not
directly presenting.

Skool Sansad is more than just a project—it
is a dynamic enterprise that we continuously
strive to improve. A dedicated team works
year-round to refine its execution and explore
future possibilities. Who knows? One day, we
might host a live Skool Sansad or turn it into
a reality TV show. While that remains a
distant vision, we have already begun

exploring possibilities in that direction. The
journey ahead is exciting, and we remain
committed to making Skool Sansad an even
more impactful experience for students in the
years to come.

MP’s at the voting booth
-Chinmay Joshi,
CA and Member, Deepastambha
Charitable Trust.
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Was it the end?

Attending meetings was not a burden,
Mentors as lamps in the darkness,
Helped us reach our destination,

Soil they are,

Helping us grow and bare fruits and
flowers.

Here we sit after a stretched thin tiring
march and stand,

[t gives me a sense of pleasure,

If I were a wizard, [ would use my sword,
So that I could cover distance of great
measure.

Could anyone tell me,
Did really these 4 days end?

Tired all are,

But exhaustion couldn’t be seen on their
faces,

We have to go way too far,

But fatigue won’t end their race.

Getting acquainted with the people,

Was a task of reluctance for me,

But support slips massacred the unwill-
ingness not for a day or couple,

They pulled out the root without any fee.

Could anyone tell me,
Did really these 4 days end?

Democratic principles will be violated in
the elections

If the sunrises from the west
Parliament tested our patience,

Many get drained by work,

We were exhausted by chairs. Eyelids
trying to assist eyes to see dark,

But the hunger of knowledge helped,
Getting us on the right mark.

The thought of getting away brought
many fears,

That forced the tear glands to produce
some tears.

Could anyone tell me,
Did really these 4 days end?

-Abhishek Ghodke,
Student MP, Indian Youth Party SS25.
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