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Team Pratirav is thrilled to bring you an edition largely focusing on Gramarthan with snippets 

determination to improve not only their own lives but also the environment they depend on.

the voices of these communities and support a vision of sustainability that resonates far beyond 
the pages of this magazine.

Team Pratirav

By the team



Transforming Gram Panchayat 
The   Gramarthan project, running successfully 
for 13 years, has significantly advanced 
through its collaboration with the EarthSight 
Foundation (ESF), leveraging geospatial 
technologies for sustainable village 
development. Insights from an ISRO seminar 
in October 2023 led to a landmark conference 
in Pune in November 2023, bringing 
NGOs together to explore innovative rural 
development approaches. This was followed 
by a training camp in Satara in 2024, engaging 
teachers, students, and government officials. 
As a result, four villages from Wai Tehsil—Vele, 
Darewadi, Vaigaon, and Borgaon—were 
selected to implement science-driven 
solutions, marking a transformative step 
toward evidence-based planning and fostering 
self-sufficiency in the region.

Many of India’s villages are constrained 
by traditional Gram Panchayat planning 
methods, leading to inefficiencies and 
unsustainable practices. Despite growing 
awareness of scientific approaches, 
challenges such as water conservation, 
infrastructure development, social forestry, 
and human-wildlife conflicts persist. To 
address these, the Deepastambha Charitable 
Trust (DCT) has partnered with EarthSight 
Foundation (ESF) to integrate geospatial 
technologies and community  insights into 

Gram Panchayat Development Plans 
(GPDPs). Over six months, customized, 
data-driven GPDPs will be created for these 
villages. 

The collaboration is designed to foster 
evidence-based, sustainable, and 
inclusive development, ensuring the 

by ISRO, NRSC, MRSAC, and other 
partners, utilizing geospatial tools such as 
Google Earth Pro, Gram Manchitra, 
MRSAC Smart Village, and Bhuvan 2.0 for 
water management, infrastructure 
planning, and sustainable agriculture.

On December 18, 2024, representatives 
from ESF and DCT visited the four villages 
in Wai Tehsil—Vele, Darewadi, Vaigaon, 
and Borgaon. The visit aimed to engage 
local communities in implementing 
geospatial technology for village planning. 

challenges like water scarcity, inadequate 

second, to equip villagers with the tools 
and knowledge necessary for sustainable 
development. The selection of these 
villages highlighted active community 

administration



participation and a willingness to adopt 

The visit aimed to foster collaboration 
between experts and villagers to identify 
challenges and propose 

interactive sessions, ESF and DCT teams 
demonstrated the potential of satellite data 
in resource management. The focus was on:

knowledge, the visit aimed to create 
actionable, community-driven GPDPs.

The visit sparked data-driven discussions 
about village development. Villagers shared 
past challenges, including the failure of 
water conservation projects due to improper 
planning. The ESF team presented satellite 
technology and historical data, offering 
tailored solutions. In Vele, the focus was on 
revisiting water conservation efforts. 
Darewadi’s steep slopes required watershed 
management. Vaigaon, facing severe water 
shortages, was advised to conduct 
hydrogeological surveys and adopt 

strategies like afforestation and the 
promotion of drought-resistant 
crops.

• Identifying sites for water 
conservation structures like check 
dams and bunds.

•
• Developing strategies to mitigate 

•
• Promoting sustainable agricultural 

•
• Exploring eco-tourism and social 

forestry to enhance livelihoods.

The visit’s long-term impact lies in 
empowering communities to use geospatial 
data for informed decision-making and 
sustainable practices. The initiative sets a 
precedent for holistically addressing rural 
challenges by fostering collaboration.

The partnership between Deepastambha 
Charitable Trust and EarthSight Foundation 
showcases how integrating science and 
community insights can transform rural 
development. This initiative addresses 
advanced geospatial technologies in Gram 
Panchayat planning, and immediate 
challenges while creating a sustainable, 
resilient future for villages. As the project 
scales, it serves as a model for empowering 
rural India through innovative, inclusive 
solutions.

-Ranbir Thorat
Deepastambha member and Fellow 
at MisFit Advisory Council.

Team Gramarthan in 
conversation with the locals



Glimpses from the activity -   "Satellite in your hand”

addressing the audience

Foundation back in September 2023
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A Smart Path 
Imagine a village, nestled amidst lush 

its unique soil type, and every home has 
access to clean drinking water. Village 

abundant water, accessibility to 
infrastructure and services - all contributing 
to the enhancement of the community’s 
socio-economic well-being. Sounds like an 
idealistic dream, right? Rural India the 
heart and soul of the nation, is home to 
over 65% of the population. But this rural 
India faces several challenges, including 
poverty, lack of infrastructure, scarcity of 

name a few. These challenges stem from a 
limited understanding of the villages' 
unique needs and geographical 
characteristics. Village development plans 
shaped by traditional methods and local 
experience often fail. These plans, crafted 
without a comprehensive understanding of 
the village's unique geographical 
landscape, tend to miss the mark. Like 
building a house without a blueprint, they 
are based on fragmented knowledge, 
leading to incomplete solutions that fail to 
address the village's true needs.

But what if the villages could harness 
cutting-edge technology to unlock its full 
potential? Geospatial technology, a quiet 
yet powerful tool capable of transforming 

yet powerful tool capable of transforming 
village development into a smart, efficient, 
scientific, and sustainable manner.

Imagine having the ability to view a village 
through the lens of satellites orbiting high 
above the Earth. With this bird's-eye view, 
the intricate patterns of your village unfold 
like a living map. Every field, every water 
source, every road, and even the changing 
seasons become visible in real time. It’s 
like having a window into the past, present, 
and future of the village all at once. By 
tapping into this wealth of information and 
data, we can uncover the critical needs of 
rural communities—whether it's managing 
water resources, improving infrastructure, 
enhancing agriculture, or addressing 

disaster vulnerability.The 
heart of any successful 
village development lies in 
its people. Earthsight and the 
Deepastambha Charitable 
Trust have signed a MoU to 
leverage space technology for 
grassroots development.This 
collaboration aims to empower 
rural communities, fostering 
sustainable growth and   Site inspection

Dist. Satara



informed decision-making at the local 
level. This project emphasizes the 
importance of involving local villagers 

of the way. By equipping Panchayat 

and geospatial portals like Gram 
Manchitra and the MRSAC Smart Village 
Portal, they can effectively address their 
own community’s needs. Utilizing these 
portals not only demonstrates the 
immense potential of geospatial tools but 
also empowers the community to take 
ownership of their village’s progress. With 
a deeper understanding of their 
surroundings, villagers will be better 
prepared to make informed decisions and 
drive long-term, sustainable change. 
Geospatial technology enables local 
representatives to plan village 
development more effectively by providing 
data-driven insights and a comprehensive 
understanding of the village.

This technology offers valuable insights 

as watershed management, green village
geospatial technology enables data-driven 
decision-making to ensure a sustainable 
water supply for the future.  
 

Satellite imagery offers a unique perspective 
on environmental changes. By mapping the 
village and detecting shifts in land use, we 
can identify areas where tree cover is 
thinning and forests are at risk.This data 
allows for informed recommendations on 
where reforestation and plantation 
effortsshould be focused, helping to create a 
greener, more sustainable future for the 
village.The devastation caused by forest 

information.

 DCT members with members of Gram Panchayat



-Advait Kulkarni

Geospatial tools 
provide the ability to 

from a distance, enabling 
early intervention. By 

we can implement preventive 
measures such as establishing 

protect both lives and livelihoods. 
Using geospatial technology, the local 
community can identify key challenges 
and strategically plan future actions to 
address them effectively.

Geospatial technology streamlines the 
traditionally time-consuming planning 

Effective planning requires a clear 
understanding of the geographical and 
topographical understanding of the village. 

educating communities on this technology 
can empower them to create data-driven, 
sustainable Gram Panchayat 
Development Plans (GPDP), fostering 
self-reliant and progressive villages. 
Through the fusion of technology and 
community involvement, these strategies 
have the power to transform rural villages, 
ensuring they thrive in a smart, 
sustainable, and resilient manner. 
Geospatial technology isn’t just a tool—it’s 
the key to unlocking a brighter future for 

while on-site



 Student participants attempting the written test as part of their Preliminary evaluation



Glimpses from judges round at the 

Glimpses from judges round at the
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Project 'Echoes of the Golden Era: Celebrating the Legacy of Radio' was a resounding 

nervousness before the event. Would people show up? Would they enjoy it? But the 

PM, Jeevan Heights in Erandwane was buzzing with anticipation, and we ended up with a 
fantastic crowd of 38 members. 

Then came the screening of "MY RADIO MY LIFE." I watched from the back of the room, 
my heart pounding. The documentary transported us all back in time, and it was incredible 
to see the audience become completely engrossed. Their faces lit up as they heard those 
old radio broadcasts, their eyes widening as they learned about the profound impact of 
radio on society and culture. You could almost hear the collective gasp when the 
documentary showcased the sheer power of storytelling and the unique way radio 
connected people across vast distances.

But the most rewarding part was undoubtedly the feedback. Hearing attendees share their 
stories—how the documentary brought back childhood memories, sparked conversations 
with their families, and made them appreciate the power of the human voice—was truly 
heartwarming. To know that we had created an experience that resonated with people on 

the enduring power of human connection. And as the project manager, I'm thrilled to 
participate in such a wonderful event. It was a valuable experience for all involved, a 
testament to the power of shared experiences and the enduring appeal of stories well told.

Echoes of 
the Radio

-Vaishnavi Khune

Deepastambha.

DCT Team post activity



"Success is not measured by the position you 
hold, but by the impact you have on others",

- Ratan Tata
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