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By the team

Team Pratirav is thrilled to bring you an edition largely focusing on Gramarthan with snippets
of the upcoming Skool Sansad final round. Inside these pages, you'll find stories of resilience,
innovation, and hope.

This project isn’t just about the numbers—it’s about the people. Each article introduces you to
individuals who are turning obstacles into opportunities, harnessing their resourcefulness and
determination to improve not only their own lives but also the environment they depend on.

Either of these projects wouldn’t have been possible without the dedication of the communities
we serve, the tireless efforts of our volunteers, and the support from our peers. Together, we are
not just addressing today’s challenges but building a better future for generations to come.

We hope these stories ignite a sense of possibility and a call to action in you. Whether you're a
student, professional, activist, or supporter, there’s something in this initiative for everyone to
learn, emulate, and advocate for.

Thank you for taking the time to explore these impactful narratives. Together, we can amplify
the voices of these communities and support a vision of sustainability that resonates far beyond
the pages of this magazine.

Warm regards,
Team Pratirav




Transforming Gram Panchayat

The Gramarthan project, running successfully
for 13 years, has significantly advanced
through its collaboration with the EarthSight
Foundation (ESF), leveraging geospatial
technologies  for  sustainable village
development. Insights from an ISRO seminar
in October 2023 led to a landmark conference
in Pune in November 2023, bringing
NGOs together to explore innovative rural
development approaches. This was followed
by atraining camp in Satarain 2024, engaging
teachers, students, and government officials.
Asaresult, fourvillages from Wai Tehsil— Vele,
Darewadi, Vaigaon, and Borgaon—were
selected to implement science-driven
solutions, marking a transformative step
towardevidence-based planningandfostering
self-sufficiencyintheregion.

Many of India’s villages are constrained
by traditional Gram Panchayat planning
methods, leading to inefficiencies and
unsustainable practices. Despite growing
awareness of scientific  approaches,

challenges such as water conservation,
infrastructure development, social forestry,
and human-wildlife conflicts persist. To
addressthese, the Deepastambha Charitable
Trust (DCT) has partnered with EarthSight
Foundation (ESF) to integrate geospatial
technologiesandcommunity insightsinto

In discussion with Villagers

Ground work meetings held with Village
administration

Gram Panchayat Development Plans
(GPDPs). Over six months, customized,
data-driven GPDPswillbe createdforthese
villages.

The collaboration is designed to foster
evidence-based, sustainable, and
inclusive development, ensuring the
efficient use of resources. It is supported
by ISRO, NRSC, MRSAC, and other
partners, utilizing geospatial tools such as
Google Earth Pro, Gram Manchitra,
MRSAC Smart Village, and Bhuvan 2.0 for
water management, infrastructure
planning, and sustainable agriculture.

On December 18, 2024, representatives
from ESF and DCT visited the four villages
in Wai Tehsil—Vele, Darewadi, Vaigaon,
and Borgaon. The visit aimed to engage
local communities in implementing
geospatial technology for village planning.
The purpose was twofold: first, to address
challenges like water scarcity, inadequate
infrastructure, and human-wildlife conflict;
second, to equip villagers with the tools
and knowledge necessary for sustainable
development. The selection of these
villages highlighted active community



participation and a willingness to adopt
scientific methods for long-term planning.

The visit aimed to foster collaboration
between experts and villagers to identify
challenges and propose
scientifically-backed  solutions.  Through
interactive sessions, ESF and DCT teams
demonstrated the potential of satellite data
in resource management. The focus was on:

for water
like check

+ ldentifying sites
conservation structures
dams and bunds.

+ Developing strategies to mitigate
human-wildlife conflicts.

+ Promoting sustainable agricultural
practices, including water-efficient
irrigation and crop diversification.

+ Exploring eco-tourism and social
forestry to enhance livelihoods.

By combining scientific tools with local
knowledge, the visit aimed to create
actionable, community-driven GPDPs.

The visit sparked data-driven discussions
about village development. Villagers shared
past challenges, including the failure of
water conservation projects due to improper
planning. The ESF team presented satellite
technology and historical data, offering
tailored solutions. In Vele, the focus was on
revisiting water conservation efforts.
Darewadi’s steep slopes required watershed
management. Vaigaon, facing severe water

shortages, was advised to conduct
hydrogeological surveys and adopt
efficient irrigation. Borgaon’s
human-wildlife  conflict led to

strategies like afforestation and the
promotion of drought-resistant
crops.

Team Gramarthan in
conversation with the locals

-

The visit’s long-term impact lies in
empowering communities to use geospatial
data for informed decision-making and
sustainable practices. The initiative sets a
precedent for holistically addressing rural
challenges by fostering collaboration.

The partnership between Deepastambha
Charitable Trust and EarthSight Foundation
showcases how integrating science and
community insights can transform rural
development. This initiative addresses
advanced geospatial technologies in Gram
Panchayat planning, and immediate
challenges while creating a sustainable,
resilient future for villages. As the project
scales, it serves as a model for empowering
rural India through innovative, inclusive
solutions.

-Ranbir Thorat
Deepastambha member and Fellow
at MisFit Advisory Council.
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DCT's first weekend activity with Earthsight
Foundation back in September 2023

"Satellite in your hand”

Glimpses from the activity -
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A Smart Path

Imagine a village, nestled amidst lush
greenery, where every field is optimized for
its unique soil type, and every home has
access to clean drinking water. Village
filled with hidden riches — fertile land,
abundant water, accessibility to
infrastructure and services - all contributing
to the enhancement of the community’s
socio-economic well-being. Sounds like an
idealistic dream, right? Rural India the
heart and soul of the nation, is home to
over 65% of the population. But this rural
India faces several challenges, including
poverty, lack of infrastructure, scarcity of
water, flooding, soil erosion, landslide and
forest fire, and human-wildlife conflict to
name a few. These challenges stem from a
limited understanding of the villages'
unique needs and geographical
characteristics. Village development plans
shaped by traditional methods and local
experience often fail. These plans, crafted
without a comprehensive understanding of
the village's unique  geographical
landscape, tend to miss the mark. Like
building a house without a blueprint, they
are based on fragmented knowledge,
leading to incomplete solutions that fail to
address the village's true needs.

But what if the villages could harness
cutting-edge technology to unlock its full
potential? Geospatial technology, a quiet
yet powerful tool capable of transforming

Site inspection
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Team Gramarthan's visit to Koregaon,
Dist. Satara

yet powerful tool capable of transforming
village development into a smart, efficient,
scientific, and sustainable manner.

Imagine having the ability to view a village
through the lens of satellites orbiting high
above the Earth. With this bird's-eye view,
the intricate patterns of your village unfold
like a living map. Every field, every water
source, every road, and even the changing
seasons become visible in real time. It’s
like having a window into the past, present,
and future of the village all at once. By
tapping into this wealth of information and
data, we can uncover the critical needs of
rural communities—whether it's managing
water resources, improving infrastructure,

enhancing agriculture, or addressing
disaster vulnerability.The
heart of any successful

village development lies in
its people. Earthsight and the
Deepastambha Charitable
Trust have signed a MoU to
leverage space technology for
grassroots development.This
collaboration aims to empower
rural communities, fostering
sustainable growth and



informed decision-making at the local
level. This project emphasizes the
importance of involving local villagers
andGram Panchayat officials every step
of the way. By equipping Panchayat
officials with training in GIS technology
and geospatial portals like Gram
Manchitra and the MRSAC Smart Village
Portal, they can effectively address their
own community’s needs. Utilizing these
portals not only demonstrates the
immense potential of geospatial tools but
also empowers the community to take
ownership of their village’s progress. With
a deeper understanding of their
surroundings, villagers will be better
prepared to make informed decisions and
drive long-term, sustainable change.
Geospatial technology enables local
representatives to plan village
development more effectively by providing
data-driven insights and a comprehensive
understanding of the village.

This technology offers valuable insights
for scientifically planning key areas such
as watershed management, green village
geospatial technology enables data-driven
decision-making to ensure a sustainable
water supply for the future.
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DCT members with members of Gram Panchayat

Satellite imagery offers a unique perspective
on environmental changes. By mapping the
village and detecting shifts in land use, we
can identify areas where tree cover is
thinning and forests are at risk.This data
allows for informed recommendations on
where reforestation and plantation
effortsshould be focused, helping to create a
greener, more sustainable future for the
village.The devastation caused by forest
fires can be mitigated with timely
information.

Inspection of water sources



Geospatial tools
provide the ability to
detect and monitor fires
from a distance, enabling
early intervention. By
identifying fire-prone areas,
we can implement preventive
measures such as establishing
fire lines and strategic planning to
reduce the risks of future fires and
protect both lives and livelihoods.
Using geospatial technology, the local
community can identify key challenges
and strategically plan future actions to
address them effectively.

Geospatial technology streamlines the
traditionally  time-consuming planning
process by adopting a scientific approach.
Effective planning requires a clear
understanding of the geographical and
topographical understanding of the village.
As awareness of scientific planning grows,
educating communities on this technology
can empower them to create data-driven,
sustainable Gram Panchayat
Development Plans (GPDP), fostering
self-reliant and progressive villages.
Through the fusion of technology and
community involvement, these strategies
have the power to transform rural villages,
ensuring they thrive in a smart,
sustainable, and resilient manner.
Geospatial technology isn't just a tool—it’s
the key to unlocking a brighter future for

-Advait Kulkarni
Founder Earthsight Foundation.

(from top) Team Gramarthan
while on-site *




Student participants attempting the written test as part of their Preliminary evaluation

32l 3 ¥ e e

SRR ST, HHHAT QTG SiterTd
o wnEier fafay SurRlSHr @ @

ST T TR Bt ot W G &I veieh feremeat=an
\,||3|E|E5|, CARIERIST H ST 91T
T, Teer Uder fommeai=ar Terded

ST AT SFHAGIASAVT  FRATIRR Ll
qg@ A H{[d AR h{TAT AIIUIRT gl
IUHH.

TENTEer a1 @ ot o' fgarest

e fowar=r auEqERr. 99 #d jId.
AU 30-¥o AT IM@UMAT AT TR

formmeater sTgva AT UHUaTaRH Bid.
formeartan stferes wifget et UM ey 3

ST RIS ST GEaTd hal. AT
Teh W TS @b Hdg < urdfies . i
SEGUT HRTYTAT WA WA feremei-it
IEHAI0 HGHRT AlGfet. a1 wmafdes waarst
weREe  fafoy Sl Suswn s
FAOGTT 3. e Teh shg Ul SAUd!
GITSHt TR Afie s ageit Hied TR Fg.

WA AT a1 Shglak aF udiees, ad
gt a1 gudq faenedf, Riger a @ aree
oR Bid. uaHa: formeat= e gdan Svaa
A, A Il ol o |miSies
feraieTeaE SMhGIHAT & STRTE Rl GHIRK

AcbIAcs! ATTATST IUhH Bl AT ohed. T
TAR fer=preat=t aamt g ol

TATE MBI ATRH =1 @ qag fawh
amefter ATfee B, ) gt AMBIETS! BT UfedT
gya gal. St fammeatan == wn
QUTHT dredl, fowg 99 S aee ad
STTSTAT ST o fehet Agcame 3TTed A=l ST
T, @d: = FheudReR U, WA:BT
WRATAT YAT I U} ST e faeaier foamr
0T 30T AT JUTAT YA STSHUNaR alSm
I T TS | hTH g




e Ad, S foe g 990 ot g @t
L AATe!, U7 AT SUSHATHYA WU hig! Rihraet
e, JIgior e M, a | aH
fRre7or S =T, T RO TR HAT AT §
TS, gl faemeaten Ag=amer ARl R
Bicit 3l ge=aT Hwre! fHae giga @1 Amgt, Iig
T VR YaedTs GHTH gf daed gid.

TG & WAl Uiew 9 Rigew g gor gid,
AW AT g T Meie g9a [Aaro.
fRregepi=aT 7Y HTE U X S B Y o T
RieTeriTg! foaR SFEesT YT 9red gid. TSt
FISTHTS! AT UehX TWATH HI0l, T
TR SheTa IUTRT SATT0F ATw W= AU
1 Riaomer Tl g5 e, utee o Rt gt SnTd)
IEEAYOT SIS Al AISd gIcit.

3T UhK BT IUhH 3Gl I8 UR USaT,
ST e foreredi=r g o) Rieres o uresehi= gt
@ WA s S IS Ao g e Ueh
Wyl Fegd! A o amHfsres S
TAAUATE! AT Bl

Rl @@
TG 9% Reae gee, gul.

|

Glimpses from judges round at the
Preliminary round (1)

Glimpses from judges round at the
Preliminary round (2)
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tary on Golden Era of Radio

Echoes of
the Radio

Project 'Echoes of the Golden Era: Celebrating the Legacy of Radio' was a resounding
success! As the project managers, Sharvari and | experienced a significant degree of
nervousness before the event. Would people show up? Would they enjoy it? But the
moment the first attendees started trickling in, a wave of relief washed over me. By 3:15
PM, Jeevan Heights in Erandwane was buzzing with anticipation, and we ended up with a
fantastic crowd of 38 members.

-

Then came the screening of "MY RADIO MY LIFE." | watched from the back of the room,
my heart pounding. The documentary transported us all back in time, and it was incredible
to see the audience become completely engrossed. Their faces lit up as they heard those
old radio broadcasts, their eyes widening as they learned about the profound impact of
radio on society and culture. You could almost hear the collective gasp when the
documentary showcased the sheer power of storytelling and the unique way radio
connected people across vast distances.

But the most rewarding part was undoubtedly the feedback. Hearing attendees share their
stories—how the documentary brought back childhood memories, sparked conversations
with their families, and made them appreciate the power of the human voice—was truly
heartwarming. To know that we had created an experience that resonated with people on
such a deeply personal level, well, it was incredibly fulfilling.

This event was more than just a screening; it was a reminder of the magic of storytelling and
the enduring power of human connection. And as the project manager, I'm thrilled to
participate in such a wonderful event. It was a valuable experience for all involved, a
testament to the power of shared experiences and the enduring appeal of stories well told.

-Vaishnavi Khune
Member, Social Media Team at
Deepastambha.




T ST @ 918 SR, ST Il O f¥urar ¢ etem T,
< 37T ¢ &l 3R, St fouran ¢ S d Seq T |

I ¢ ST ST,

SRR 3R § 2 df TS ST € gAR 9R T | :
o 318 3 ohet fopdien! wmer ot & At Bt erefaaa, WY
3TfReR SFER | &1 o vl Ut @ 29 gfra <kl gehih | e

3TERT 21 A FeTdT € BN ol BT AT,

R A & Y 31 forse S @ 319 afgd |
31 ORI &t Al TR IS ERT I &,
31 3T & Al oA RIS ERT IAT &,

Gﬁ%ﬂa‘raﬂwaﬁm%,
TR I A1 379 A SR ax@qr g |

~ forgSita |@1g

"Success 1s not measured by the position you
hold, but by the impact you have on others",

- Ratan Tata
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